
For many, the rules of  
absolute poverty were 

too difficult. But Francis was 
divinely inspired to reject 
making the rules any easier. 
From a mountaintop he 
shouted, “The rules of  poverty 
must be observed to the letter 
without gloss, without gloss, 
without gloss!” But not many 
could follow.



Finally Francis went to the 
Pope, who advised him to 

give in a little, for the Franciscan 
brothers were learning—but all 
at different rates.


